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... continued from Page D14

Watering in the afternoon wastes wa-
ter as it evaporates before it can satu-
rate the soil. The evening is also a
good time to water as long as the
leaves have enough time to dry out.
Watering at night encourages fungus,
insects and rot. Deep-root watering is
always better than sprinkling. Adding
three inches of mulch around all
plants and trees will aid in keeping the
moisture level correct while keeping
the roots cooler.

If you have a swimming pool, pond
or fountain, you may discover that
honeybees appear to be suicide
bombers this month. Rescue them.
When it is scorching, bees search for
water then return to the hive to let
other bees know the location of the
source. A group of 15 or more may tap
the pool surface bringing back the
droplets to receiver bees. According to
entomologists, the water is then de-
posited along the edge of the wax
comb while bees inside the comb fan
their wings to circulate the air condi-
tioning. Bees prefer hive temperatures
of 95 degrees Fahrenheit, so they like
it hot, too!

August will be a sizzling month.
Make sure you and your garden stay
hydrated. Enjoy the fruits, vegetables,
and flowers that relish the swelter.
Pick a basket of blackberries, with or
without horse-back riding.

Stay cool and enjoy a summer af-
ternoon of hot, hot, hot!

OUR HOMES

A white agapanthus glows at night.
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